SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 6 JUNE 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SILENT KEYS

It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of three radio amateurs.

Robert Page, ZS1AAN, died on the 27th May.  He was a long time member of the Cape Town Amateur Radio Centre and for many years held the portfolio of secretary.  Robert was known to all of us as a true gentleman.  Our deepest sympathy and condolances to his wife, other relatives and friends.

Boetie de Bruin, ZS4TI, previously ZS6TI, died on Saturday 29 May.  Since December he underwent a series of operations and recovered quite well.  However, he had another operation last week but died on account of a blood clot in his lung.  To his wife Ina, ZS4TI, other relatives and friends, we offer our sincere condolence.

George Greenway Young, ZS1Y, passed away on the 30th May.  He was 88.  He had the remarkable ability of being able to read morse at 30+ words per minute while still having a normal conversation with one.  He will be remembered for his journalistic work as the Cape Times shipping correspondent.  Our condolances to his nephew Brian, ZR1AF, other relatives and friends.

(PAUSE)

In the news today:

POSSIBLE JOHANNESBURG - DURBAN REPEATER LINK

SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON2004 IN DURBAN

YOUR SUPPORT NEEDED FOR THE SARL IARU MEMBERSHIP FUND

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp  not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail.

POSSIBLE JOHANNESBURG - DURBAN REPEATER LINK

One of the projects that HAMNET wishes to undertake is the possibility of establishing a repeater link between Johannesburg and Durban.

The question arises, is this possible?  The repeater link along the southern Cape Coast is working very well.  Because of this success, and with the importance attached to the N3 highway which runs through KwaZulu-Natal, the Eastern Free State and Gauteng, Hamnet is looking at the possibility of establishing a link between Johannesburg and Durban.

With the grant allocated to us by the Department of Transport, Hamnet would like to invite some suggestions and possibly establish a sub committee to look into the feasibility of this project.

It has already been discussed in Durban, but Hamnet would like to hear from more interested parties if this project is financially feasible.

Your suggestions can be e-mailed to Francois Botha, ZS6BUU, the National Director of Hamnet with email address zs6buu@uskonet.com or you can phone me at 011 679-5260.

Also, from an emergency communications point of view, other suggestions as to how the grant can be beneficially allocated, will also be welcomed.

SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON2004 IN DURBAN

SA AMSAT is inviting papers for the AMSATCON2004 to be held at the University of KwaZulu-Natal on Saturday 24 July 2004.  Proposals for papers in the form of a short Synopsis should reach the conference organisers by 15 June 2004.  Submissions should be mailed to saamsat@intekom.co.za.

Registration for the one day conference will be R50 for SA AMSAT and SARL members. The fee for students is R35 and for non-members R100.  A full programme and registration forms will be available by 21 June.

SARL MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE
Invoices for the aanual membership fees of the SARL have already been sent out by normal as well as by email.  The latter was done in order to save on the very high cost of land mail, but, on the other hand it can easily be forgotten by the recipients.  An appeal is made to all members to pay as soon as posible.  The easiest and safest methods are by mens of credit cards, electronic transfer or direct deposit into the SARL bank account.  The SARL bank account details are: STANDARD BANK KILLARNEY - BRANCH CODE 00 72 05 - Account number 001 682 059.

Please fax a copy of the deposit slip to the SARL office at 011 675 2793 in case of a direct deposit.

In case of many new members joining it becomes all the more possible that membership fees may be lowered or that more services can be rendered in the future.  New members will also gain a say in the decision taking process of the SARL and the future of amateur radio in the RSA - and for that matter in the world through the SARL's membership of the IARU.

YOUR SUPPORT NEEDED FOR THE SARL IARU MEMBERSHIP FUND

You are reminded that the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust again appeals to radio amateurs and clubs in their effort to raise funds to pay for South Africa's membership of the International Amateur Radio Union.  Some R12 000 is required.  R 2770 was carried over from last year.

Donations may be transferred electronically or paid into the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust account at ABSA, account number 560 142 722, branch code 335-645.  Please indicate IARU donation and fax the deposit slip to 012 991 5651 or mail the details with address information to P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0041.

The Trust and the SARL thanks those who contributed last year and appeals to all radio amateurs and clubs to contribute again.

SARL KID'S DAY TIME EXTENDED

The SARL Kid's Day will be run on Wednesday 16 June 2004.  The activity will start at 09:00 and end at 13:00, allowing four (4) hours of fun.  Visit the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za for all the details about the Kid's Day.  Remember to register your station or the club station as an educational station.

SARL CONTEST LOG SUBMISSIONS.

At the Council meeting held on the 2nd June 2004 it was decided that contest log submissions must be sent directly to the relevant contest committees and not to the National Amateur Radio Centre anymore.  This will start with the SARL HF Contests in August.  The Contest Manual will be updated with the relevant address information.

OPEN DAY AT THE OAKDALE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.

The Oakdale ARC extends an invitation to all radio amateurs, whether club members or not, to join us for a flea market and general get together at the Oakdale centre.  Restaurant and bar facilities will be available and well as an under cover braai area.  A number of Amateur Radio related displays will set up and it is expected that a packet radio station will be operating.  The date of this event is the 12th July, starting at about 13:00.

On Wednesday 16th July, Oakdale ARC is holding a fox hunt starting at 13h00. An invitation is extended to anyone who would like to take part.  Oakdale ARC claims that one of their members will definitely be first to find the fox and extends a challenge to all the other clubs in the Western Cape to prove otherwise!  Hopefully some youngsters will be assisting in this event to compliment the kids day activities.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Kobus, ZS6KOB, reported that despite low sunspot numbers during the past week propagation conditions were quite a bit better than expected.  The 20 m band was open almost every day after 17:00, especially towards the East.  Very good contacts could be made with Japan.  It again confirms that DX enthusiasts should never switch off their radios.  The reason for these good conditions was a good inflow of coronal mass towards the earth.  It is expected that conditions will weaken as from the 5th June.  The sunspot number for Thursday was only 37,9 as against 52,9 of the previous week.  It may be that it will decrease further till after the week end but then it will increase again to a maximum towards next week end.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH TO PARTICIPATE

16th June, Kid's Day.
30th June the last day to book for the steam train visit to the Koster Mampoer Festival on 5 September.  Contact Johanna Harris at 011-814-2121 during office hours to confirm bookings;
12 July, Flea Market at the Oakdale Amateur Radio Club, Bellville;
16 July, Fox Hunt at the Oakdale Amateur Radio Club, Bellville;
2nd October, Flea Market at the East Rand Radio Club which will start at 08:00.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX